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Introduction 


Crime is increasingly become dynamic every single day. Apparently, just like with any other section of the current fast moving environment, criminal nowadays are taking advantage of technological advancement to commit highly sophisticated crimes that can easily elude the common eye. This has necessitated the establishment of crime analysis as a law enforcement function that is solely dedicated to systematically identifying and analyzing crime patterns and trends. Actually, many countries across the world have this function within their structures and has proven very effective in not only classifying crime and disorder, but also helping preempt and prevent further crimes that follow similar patterns. There are different crime products that are often analyzed under this function. This paper hereby seeks to explore two of the most common crime analysis products; tactical crime analysis product and crime intelligence analysis product. The objective of the paper is to investigate how the different dimensions of crime analysis characterizes the different aspects of each product.
Tactical crime analysis product


Tactical crime analysis takes a slightly different approach from other kinds of analysis. According to International Association of Crime Analysts (2014), this is mainly because of the differences in the dimensions of analysis used that directly influence the data, tasks and results of the analysis across four categories. The first dimension of analysis bases on the significance of police incident data relative to primary data gathered by an officer or analyst. International Association of Crime Analysts (2014) notes that tactical crime analysis can used data that exists in the records management systems or the typical police CAD. Regarding the second dimension which entails the importance of the offender relative to the analysis process, tactical analysis focuses on describing and identifying the offender.  


The other two dimensions entail regularity and speed of the analysis and the confidentiality of the analytical product. Regarding the former, International Association of Crime Analysts (2014) notes that tactical analysis is perceived as a continuous process where the analyst usually looks out for emerging patterns. Lastly, regarding the latter, the analysis is kept highly confidential as exposing its details to the public will most likely compromise the entire process. Including investigation as well as patrol strategy.  

Crime intelligence analysis product


Crime intelligent analysis differs in many aspects from tactical crime analysis. However, it is also important to note that there are instances in which these two approaches take the same dimension. In the first dimension of analysis that focuses on the importance of police incident data, International Association of Crime Analysts (2014) notes that this form of analysis greatly depends on the targeted data that is collected to add on what is already in records management system. This data helps in placing crimes or persons in a broader perspective. With the second dimension regarding the importance of the offender, unlike tactical analysis, this analysis puts all its focus on the offender as the main element of the investigation. 

In third category on regularity and speed of analysis, crime intelligent analysis differs with tactical analysis in the sense that it is generally slower and careful because it focuses on investigating a situation to give long term strategies of handling it. However, on the last dimension on confidentiality of the analysis, these two forms of analysis meet up in the sense that they all hold the investigation very confidential so as not to risk compromising it. Perhaps this explains why they are all treated as internal products. 
Conclusion


The above four dimensions of analysis are very significant while trying to understand the different crime analysis products. Of course there are a number of exceptions to many of them. Nonetheless, understanding these four helps comprehend why a certain analytical approach may take a different dimension from another.
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